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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This office action has been changed in response to the amendment filed on 
10/16/2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 IJSC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dorenbosch et al. (US 2002/0173308 hereinafter, Dorenbosch) in view of Ogle et al. 
(US-6,430,604 hereinafter, Ogle). 

Regarding claim 1, Dorenbosch teaches a communication device (Fig. 1 [12]) 
with a means for logging into a server that offers instant message service (Fig. 1 [16]), 
means for receiving an instant message having a forwarding destination (Page 2 
[0020]), means for storing the instant message (Page 2 [0020]), means for detecting 
whether or not a user designated as the forwarding destination is logged in the server 
(Page 1 [0018]), and means for transmitting to the forwarding destination, the instant 
message stored in the means for storing when the user logs into the server. (Page 2 
[0020]) Dorenbosch differs from the claimed invention by not explicitly reciting that the 
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instant message is received regardless of whether the user designated as the 
forwarding destination has logged into the server. 

In an analogous art, Ogle teaches a technique for enabling messaging systems 
to use alternative delivery mechanisms that includes accepting instant messages and 
storing them in a queue even though the user is not currently logged on to the instant 
messaging system. (Abstract & Col. 2 lines 47-52) At the time the invention was made, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement the instant 
messaging system of Dorenbosch after modifying it to incorporate the message storage 
and delivery of Ogle. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do 
this since with an instant messaging system, a user is aware of the status of the 
recipient and has the option to have a message delivered to the recipient when the 
recipient connects to the instant messaging server or can try to reach the potential 
recipient through another manner. (Col. 1 line 50 through Col. 2 line 41) 

Regarding claim 2. Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches a means for adding to an 
instant message to be transmitted to the user, information of a transmitter included in 
the instant message received by the means for receiving. (Dorenbosch Fig. 3, Page 2 
[0021] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 3, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches a means for transmitting 
to the transmitter, when a prescribed period of time elapses after the means for 
receiving receives the instant message, an instant message indicating such a fact. 
(Dorenbosch Fig. 4 [56 & 58] and Page 2 [0023]) 
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Regarding claim 4, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches a means for detecting 
whether or not the user Is logged in server. (Dorenbosch Page 2 [0023]) 

Regarding claim 5, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches the means for receiving 
receives a first instant message including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a 
forwarding destination and a main text. (Dorenbosch Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43] and Page 2 
[0020-0023]) 

Regarding claim 6, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches a means for generating 
a second instant message including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a 
fonvarder and main text in accordance with the first instant message. (Dorenbosch Fig. 
2 [24], Fig. 3 [43], Page 2 [0020-0023] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 7, Dorenbosch teaches a communication device (Fig. 1 [12]) 
with a means for logging into a server that offers instant message service (Fig. 1 [16]), 
means for receiving from a client terminal of a fonA^arder, an instant message including 
identification information of a client terminal of a fonA/arding destination (Page 2 [0020] 
and Fig. 1 [10]), means for storing the instant message (Page 2 [0020]), means for 

* 

detecting whether or not a user designated as the forwarding destination is under active 
status (Page 1 [0018]), and means for transmitting the instant message stored in the 
storing means when the client terminal is under active status. (Page 2 [0020] and Fig. 
7) Dorenbosch differs from the claimed invention by not explicitly reciting that the 
instant message is received regardless of whether the client terminal designated as the 
foHA/arding destination has logged into the server. 
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In an analogous art, Ogle teaches a technique for enabling messaging systems 
to use alternative delivery mechanisms that includes accepting instant messages and 
storing them in a queue even though the client terminal of the forwarding destination is 
not currently logged on to the instant messaging system. (Abstract & Col. 2 lines 47-52) 
At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to implement the instant messaging system of Dorenbosch after modifying it to 
incorporate the message storage and delivery of Ogle. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do this since with an instant messaging system, a user is 
aware of the status of the recipient and has the option to have a message delivered to 
the recipient when the recipient connects to the instant messaging server or can try to 
reach the potential recipient through another manner. (CoL 1 line 50 through Col. 2 line 
41) 

Regarding claim 8, the limitations of claim 8 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 2. 

Regarding claim 9, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches a means for transmitting 
to the client terminal of the fonA/arder, when a prescribed period of time elapses after the 
means for receiving receives the instant message and the instant message fails to be 
transmitted to the client temninal of the fonA/arding destination an instant message 
indicating such a fact. (Dorenbosch Fig. 6 [86]) 

Regarding claim 1 0, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches the means for detecting 
whether or not the client terminal of the forwarding destination is under the active status 
by inquiring the server. (Dorenbosch Page 1 [0002 & 0004] and Page 2 [0020]) 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches the means for receiving . 
from the client terminal of forwarder, a first instant message including identification 
information of the communication device as transmission destination information, 
identification information of the client terminal of the forwarder as transmitter 
information, identification infomiation of the client temriinal of the fonwarding destination 
as forwarding destination information and main text. (Dorenbosch Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43] 
and Page 2 [0020-0023]) 

Regarding claim 12, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches a means for generating 
a second instant message including the identification information of the client temiinal of 
the fonwarding destination as transmission destination information, the identification 
information of the communication device as transmitter information, the identification 
information of the client terminal of the forwarder as forwarder information, and main 
text in accordance with the first instant message, wherein the client terminal of the 
fonwarding destination is under the active status, the means for transmitting transmits 
the second instant message to the client temiinal of the forwarding destination. 
(Dorenbosch Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43], Page 2 [0020-0023] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 13, Dorenbosch teaches a communication method comprising 
detecting by a terminal of a fon^/arder, whether or not a user of a temiinal of a 
forwarding destination is logged in an instant message server (Page 2 [0023]), storing 
the instant message received from the terminal of the fonA/arder in means for storing of 
the communication device (Page 2 [0020]), detecting by the communication device, 
whether or not the user of the forwarding destination designated as the terminal of the 
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forwarding destination is logged in the instant message server (Page 2 [0023]) and 
transmitting the instant message stored in the means for storing from the 
communication device to the terminal of the forwarding destination when the user of the 
foHA/arding destination logs into the instant message server. (Page 2 [0020-0024]) 
Dorenbosch teaches transmitting an instant message including identification information 
of the terminal of the forwarding destination from the terminal of the forwarder to a 
communication device (Page 2 [0020] and Fig. 6 [86]). but differs from the claimed 
invention by not explicitly reciting when the user of the forwarding destination is not 
logged in the instant message server. 

In an analogous art, Ogle teaches a technique for enabling messaging systems 
to use alternative delivery mechanisms that includes accepting instant messages and 
storing them in a queue even though the use of the forwarding destination is not 
currently logged on to the instant messaging system. (Abstract & Col. 2 lines 47-52) At 
the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to implement the instant messaging system of Dorenbosch after modifying it to 
incorporate the message storage and delivery of Ogle. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have been motivated to do this since with an instant messaging system, a user is 
aware of the status of the recipient and has the option to have a message delivered to 
the recipient when the recipient connects to the instant messaging server or can try to 
reach the potential recipient through another manner. (Col. 1 line 50 through Col. 2 line 
41) 
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Regarding claim 14, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches adding an instant 
message to be transmitted from the communication device to the terminal of the 
foHA/arding destination, transmitter information included in the instant message which 
the communication device received from the terminal of the fonwarder. (Dorenbosch 
Fig. 3, Page 2 [0021] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Regarding claim 15, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches the step of transmitting, 
when a prescribed period of time elapses after the communication device receives the 
instant message form the terminal of the fonwarder, an instant message indicating such 
a fact from the communication device to the temiinal of the fonwarder. (Dorenbosch Fig. 
4 [56 & 58] and Page 2 [0023]) 

Regarding claim 16, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches the step of transmitting 
the instant message from the terminal of the fonwarder to the terminal of the fonwarding 
destination without intervening the communication device when the user of the 
foHA^arding destination is logged in the instant message server. (Dorenbosch Page 2 
[0020] through Page 3 [0027]) 

Regarding claim 17, the limitations of claim 17 are rejected as being the same 
reason set forth above in claim 4. 

Regarding claim 18, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches receiving a first instant 
message including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a forwarding destination 
and main text form the terminal of the forwarder. (Dorenbosch Fig. 2 [24], Fig. 3 [43] 
and Page 2 [0020-0023]) 
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Regarding claim 19, Dorenbosch in view of Ogle teaches a means for generating 
a second instant message including a transmission destination, a transmitter, a 
fonwarder and main text as an instant message to be transmitted to the terminal of the 
forwarding destination in accordance with the first instant message. (Dorenbosch Fig. 2 
[24], Fig. 3 [43], Page 2 [0020-0023] and Page 3 [0032]) 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 7 and 13 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

. Conclusion 

"5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew C. Sams whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8099. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5. 

. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571)272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MCS 

11/1/2006 . 
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LESTER G.KINCAID 
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